
How to Get Cheap Amtrak Tickets (2026)

This quick guide shows you the most effective ways to save money on Amtrak tickets. Follow these
proven tips on timing, discounts, and booking strategies to find the lowest fares.

Typical Ticket Price Ranges

Trip Type Distance Coach Business Sleeper

Short 50–300 miles $20–$80 $50–$120 N/A

Medium 300–800 miles $60–$150 $120–$250 $300–$600

Long 800+ miles $100–$300 $200–$400 $500–$1500+

Top Money-Saving Tips

• Book 2–8 weeks in advance for the lowest fares

• Travel midweek (Tuesday–Thursday) to avoid peak pricing

• Choose Coach class for the best value

• Avoid holidays and peak summer dates

• Check flash sales and limited-time promotions

• Compare routes (slower trains are often cheaper)

• Use points through Amtrak Guest Rewards

• Split long trips into segments when possible

Available Discounts

• Senior fares (65+)

• Student discounts on select routes

• Military and family discounts

• Group travel savings

• Children fares

Best Time to Book

Booking Window Price Level

2–8 weeks in advance Lowest

1–2 weeks Moderate

Last minute Highest

Common Mistakes to Avoid



• Booking at the last minute

• Traveling on weekends without checking alternatives

• Ignoring discount programs

• Choosing premium classes unnecessarily
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